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on the use of migrants by A. Lukashenka's regime to destabilise Lithuania, and on the
latest crackdown on independent journalists, civil society activists and human rights
defenders in Belarus

Brussels, 15 July 2021 – "We deplore the despicable instrumentalisation of illegal migrants
by the Belarusian regime as part of hybrid measures aimed at pressuring the EU in response
to its fourth set of restrictive measures. More specifically, a spectacular surge in illegal
migrants is being orchestrated by Aliaksandr Lukashenka's acolytes in order to destabilise
Lithuania, an EU Member State that has led by example by denouncing widespread human
rights violations and providing asylum to many Belarusian opposition figures.

At the same time, we strongly condemn the coordinated attacks on prominent civil society
activists, human rights defenders and journalists, including police raids, searches of offices
and homes, as well as other measures designed to prevent them from revealing the truth about
the scale of regime’s crimes. We are deeply concerned that at least twelve non-state media
outlets such as Nasha Niva, as well as the Belarusian Association of Journalists, the
Association of Belarusians Worldwide 'Batskaushchyna', the Centre for Economic Research
(BEROC), the Human Rights Centre 'Viasna' (whose founder, 2020 Sakharov Prize laureate
Ales Bialiatski, and Deputy Chairperson Valiantsin Stefanovic, have not been reachable since
the police raided their homes) and the Belarusian Helsinki Committee have been targeted by
this latest crackdown.

It is simply unacceptable that independent journalists, civil society activists or human rights
defenders are harassed, arrested on trumped-up charges, detained or beaten up by law
enforcement officers simply because they try to perform their work. We take this opportunity
express our solidarity with all the activists who – despite the risks incurred – have been
providing this Parliament with testimonies to the scale of human rights violations in their
country.

We see these endeavours to stifle voices of dissent in the context of A. Lukashenka's meeting
with Vladimir Putin in St. Petersburg – their fourth encounter since the beginning of the year
– and of his open threats against Belarusian civil society organisations.

These latest, dramatic developments show us again that, notwithstanding the latest batch of
Western sanctions, the Belarusian dictator pursues deliberately a confrontational course with
the democratic forces and with the international community.



In light of the above, the EU must be even more ambitious in the implementation of restrictive
measures against the Belarusian regime. Therefore, we urge the Commission and the Council
to immediately proceed with preparation of the fifth set of sanctions that would target a
substantially larger number of entities and officials responsible for or complicit in human
rights violations, including the recent harassments of human rights defenders, civil society
activists and journalists, as well as the malign organisation of illegal migration into Lithuania.

In addition, we call on all EU Member States to stand in solidarity with Lithuania and we very
much welcome the rapid border intervention launched by Frontex to assist the Lithuanian
authorities with growing migration pressure."
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